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Dear Friends,

As we enter this season of 
Spring, the concept of new 
life comes to mind. In my 
opinion, it is one of the most 
uplifting seasons as we see 
grass turning greener, flowers 
bursting up from the ground, 
and trees budding and 
flowering. The spring rains and 
warm sunshine truly make this 
a vibrant season. 

At Benedictine-Winona we also 
experience this new life.  As we 
work through our budgeting 
process, we create a 5-year 
capital plan. This plan includes 
updates to our buildings and 
various equipment so we can 
best support our seniors and 
meet their personal needs.  In 
performing this exercise, we 
realize that we are in a season 
of Winter; we cannot do this 
alone. 

This is where your generosity 
comes in.  You are our “Spring,” 
the new season that brings 
life to our community.  It 
is through your generous 
donations that we can make 
our dreams a reality.  When 
we finish a project, we love to 
talk about our accomplishment 
and proudly tell others of your 
great involvement.      

We truly thank you for 
partnering with us to support 

and honor senior care. It is with 
this support, our Winter passes 
and a new season of flourishing 
begins. 

We wish you a happy, blessed 
Easter season! 

 

Sincerely,

 
Carol Ehlinger
Executive Director

Carol.Ehlinger@benedictineliving.org
  

A Letter from our Executive Director
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“For behold, the winter 
is past; the rain is over 
and gone. The flowers 
appear on the earth. 
The time of singing has 
come, and the voice of 
the turtledove is heard 
in our land.”. 

Song of Solomon 2:10-13
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Foundation
Leadership Transitions Strengthen Our Mission at Benedictine Winona

At the end of last year, Benedictine Living Community–Winona 
honored the retirement of Mark Metzler, Director of Development, 
after more than six years of dedicated service. Mark left a lasting 
legacy of strengthened relationships, mission-focused fundraising and 
meaningful campus improvements that will benefit residents for years 
to come. 

During his time with Benedictine Winona, Mark emerged as one of 
the leading development professionals across the Benedictine system 
year after year. Among his accomplishments was securing support for 
the $10M renovation of Benedictine Saint Anne and advancing vital 
initiatives to enhance resident comfort, care and overall quality of life. 

Mark also devoted significant effort to raising funds for Benevolence 
Care (also known as Benedictine or Charity Care), ensuring residents can 
remain in their home even after their personal resources are depleted.

With the support of an engaged Foundation Board and a generous 
community, Mark consistently exceeded his goals and helped move 
forward important mission-driven projects across campus. 

A Special Thank-You to Former Foundation Board Member Jerry Papenfuss 

We also extend our gratitude to Jerry, a dedicated former Foundation Board member whose encouragement 
played an important part in shaping the foundation’s leadership, first by urging Mark to apply for the Director of 
Development role six years ago, and again by recognizing and encouraging our newest leader to step forward. 

Welcoming Michelle Repinski, Our New Director of Development

We are pleased to welcome Michelle, who joined Benedictine Winona as Director of 
Development on February 18. With more than 20 years of experience in relationship-
building, sales strategy and community engagement, Michelle brings a strong track 
record of cultivating partnerships and supporting mission-driven work. Based in 
Winona, she is known for her collaborative approach and commitment to strengthening 
the community she serves.

Looking Ahead

As we celebrate Mark’s meaningful contributions and welcome Michelle into her new role, we extend our 
heartfelt gratitude to all who support and strengthen the Mission of Benedictine. 

Thank you, Mark, for your years of leadership. 
Welcome, Michelle—we’re excited for what’s ahead.

At the 2025 Benedictine Annual Conference 
in Duluth, MN, Mark was presented the Bronze 
Award by Foundation Board Chair Len Essig. In 
previous years, Mark earned the Philanthropic 
Leader (Gold) Award in both 2020 and 2024. 

   

Michelle Repinski
Director of Development

   



Spring signals new growth in nature and in our hearts

The Song of Solomon (2: 10–13) poetically celebrates the arrival of Spring and 
provides the theme of this newsletter. I’m sure you will join me in welcoming 
Spring’s arrival.  Honestly, do you know anyone who would welcome the 
continued cold, wind, ice, and darkness of winter? I am sure you’d agree that 
we’ve had enough!    

And just as plants send out new buds in response to the sun and rain of Spring, 
our hearts respond to the love of God made manifest in Easter. Love of God 
and neighbor renews our heart, mind, and soul. In that spirit I ask that you 
remember and support those we serve at Saint Anne, Callista Court, and Adult 
Day.    

The care, love, and respect that our residents receive is because of you. Your generous support 
fortifies the efforts of our compassionate and competent staff.  Your support literally saves and 
affirms the lives of those in great need.   

With your heart brimming with love and joy this Easter Season, please make a gift reflecting your 
support of this good work. Your gift in any amount makes a difference! And the return envelope 
included in this newsletter makes it easy for you to make your gift.  Thank you for generous past 
support of our work and thank you for your kind consideration of this request.   

May the love and joy of Easter enliven your heart, soul, and mind at this season and throughout the 
year.   

Thank you, 

Robert Tereba 

P.S. If you would like to direct your gift to a specific need, please consider the purchase of equipment 
used in the Safe Lift Program at Saint Anne or the Benedictine Care fund at Callista Court, which 
allows residents to remain at Callista Court once their monthly resources no longer match their 
monthly expenses. Thank you!      
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Robert Tereba
Foundation Board Chair
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Gifts by Fund

Winona Activities Fund
James & Anne Deedrick
David  Pletke
Winona Alzheimers Fund
Emily Auth
Diane & Donald Bergler
Neil & Joan Broadwater
Mike & Kay Orlowske
David & Kelley Ruberg
Larry & Christine Stoltman
James & Elizabeth Wright
Winona Associate Appreciation 
Fund
Allison Biesanz
Betty Crawford
Winona Associate Emergency 
Fund
Lisa Abts
Winona Associate Participation 
Fund
Emily Auth
Allison Biesanz
Jann & Richard Fisher
Katy Johnson
Raquel Kreisel
Nolan Maxwell
Cassidy Meldahl
Mark & Marsha Metzler
Kimberly Nahrgang
Page Panzera
Pam Pelowski
Sherry Reed
Tammy Ross
Ann Schreiber
Jessica Shones
Joel & Elizabeth Speltz
Patricia Volkman
Karen Zibrowski
Winona Benedictine Adult Day 
Center Fund
Mary Anderson
Casey Burke
David Cooley
Eugene C. Edel
Edward Jones
Normagene Pettersen
Mary Schneider
Winona Callista Court Building 
Fund
Carol Connelly

Winona Callista Court Fund
Jeanine & R. Clifford Black
Andy & Jan Blomsness
Karl & Gloria Conrad
Phyllis Fick
Lesley Just
Elizabeth Knuesel
Laurie Lucas
Thomas Mahowald & Tracy Meyer 
Dr. Robert McMahon
Richard & Sandra Pope
Meg Prentice
Mary Ann Severson 
Gerald & Ruth Todd 
Anonymous
Elizabeth Waters
Edwina Wolfe
Mark & Nancy Wolfe
Winona Charity Care Fund
Mary Anderson
Philip Babler
Rev. John Brancich 
Rosemary Broughton
Frank & Ruth Bures
Donald & Sandra Curtin 
Timothy & Peggy Dalton 
James & Gretchen Erwin 
Linda & Bruce Fort
Gloria Hammond
Charles & Eileen Haugh 
Paul & Margaret Kilkus 
Steve & Linda Knopp
Lois Kramer
David & Mary Ludwigson 
Cecilia Manrique
Jerry & Pat Papenfuss 
Steven & Katherine Pederson 
Susan Pientok
James Risser
Pamela & Darrel Rupprecht 
Steve & Kathy Shaws
Betty & Brian Singer-Towns 
Thomas Slaggie
Roberta Staak
Anonymous
Rick Staples
Scott & Kathleen Turner 
Matt & Lyla Vetter
Winona Educational Assistance 
Fund.
Carol Anderson

Winona Greatest Needs Fund
American Online Giving Foundation 
Sally Beck
Rev. John Brancich
David & Kathleen Christenson
Joan M. Costello
David & Carolyn Czaplewski
Barbara DuFresne
Robert & Susan Edel
Edward Jones
Patrick & Carol Ehlinger
Fawcett-Junker Funeral Home 
Richard & Sharon Flatten
Vera Gernes
Cheryl Hartert
Joan Hartert
Charles & Eileen Haugh
David Hittner
Jenny Hopkins
Daniel Koll
Lois Kramer
Dennis Kunkel
Stephen & Arlene Libera
Julie Loughlin
Annette Maggi
Ms. Theresa McCamley
Louise McProud
Robert  McQueen
Mary Moxness
Bonnie Myers
Susan Pientok
Ernest & Karen Rossa
Deborah & Richard Sauer
Mary Schneider
Schwab Charitable Fund
Richard Schwartz
Thomas Slaggie
Marion Sobotta
Joel & Elizabeth Speltz
Heather Stafford
Rick Staples
Jerry & Joanne Stejskal
Anonymous
Robert & Delia Tereba
Janine Troke
Richard & Vonnie Wantock
Winona Renovation - A Call To 
Care
Daryl Anderson
Harley & Chris Antoff
Violet Belter

The people included in this newsletter are those who gave to the Benedictine Foundation Winona between 
July 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025. We are truly grateful for their contributions to helping our residents enjoy better 
lives. If we have omitted your contribution, please know that it was inadvertent.
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Gifts by Fund continued
Walter & Bunny Bennick
Andrew & Kristin Bergaus
Donna Brown
Susan & Ronald Buermann
Barbara Burchill
Candlewood Townhomes Association 
Carol Wiltgen Trotter & the 
Wiltgen Family 
Charities Aid Foundation America
Joan M. Costello
Donald & Sandra Curtin
DAF Giving 360
Sarah & Kyle Deering
Thomas & Annmarie DeMarais
John Donovan
Robert & Amy Dreas
Marian Drussell
Barbara DuFresne
Patrick & Carol Ehlinger
Kathleen Eikens
Kim & Cathryn Enerson
John & Christine Fitzgerald
Richard & Sharon Flatten
Frankard Foundation
Anonymous
Carol Galbus
Jean Galewski
Ann Gibson
Maureen & Lou Guillou
Patricia & Kevin Haessig
Jim Hanzel
Bruce & Janice Harem
Rita Haugh
David & Mary Heise
Thomas & Cynthia Hennessy
Pam & Mike Hentges
Edythe Hirner
Suzanne Hoodecheck
Roger & Linda Horner
Immanuel United Methodist Women 
Anonymous
Mark Jacobs
Robert & Joan Johnson
Mary Joyce
Thomas & Deb Karaus
Paul & Margaret Kilkus
Roger & Sheila Kirkvold
Donald & Joan Klagge
George & Julianne Kosidowski
Keith & Anne Krage
Jean W. Kronebusch
Thomas & Joann Kujawa
Margaret Lambert
John & Cynthia Leaf
David Marc

Anonymous
Daniel & Natalie Matejka
Tom & Leone Mauszycki
Deborah McClellan
Alyce Jo McGrath
Dr. Robert McMahon
John & Patricia Meisch
Jerry Mertes
Mark & Marsha Metzler
Charles & Betty Meyer
Michael Sherman Plumbing & 
Heating, Inc. 
Hana Moga
Margaret & Bert Mohs
Mary Moxness
Fred & Nora Naas
National Philanthropic Trust
Stephen & Beverly Nett
Dennis & Patricia Nolan
Northwestern Mututal 
Life Insurance Company 
Nancy N. O’Reilly
Beth & James Odea
Otto Bremer Trust
Barbara Owecke-Feiten
Jay & Trudy Papenfuss
Pershing
Thomas Reeck
Polly Renk
Judith & John Rethlefsen
James Risser
Susanne Rivers
Ernest & Karen Rossa
David & Betsy Rowekamp
RTP Company
John & Janet Ruggeberg
Brian & Dory Sather
Anonymous
Mary Schneider
Schumacher Elevator Company 
Marilyn Schwab
Brenda Scott
Steve Seltz
Dr. Patricia A. Sherman
Betty & Brian Singer-Towns
Slaggie Family Foundation
Jodi Sonnenfeld
Francis & Teresa Speck
Joel & Elizabeth Speltz
Larry & Christine Stoltman
Lee Stoltman
Robert & Delia Tereba
Mary Testor
Jean Theis
Sharon Tolleson

Gary Tulius
Kenneth & Theo Venus
Matt & Lyla Vetter
Ronald & Vickie Walley
Richard & Vonnie Wantock
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Dean & Linda Wendler
Wieser Brothers
Richard & Jacquelyn Will
Winona Community Foundation 
Frank & Diane Wohletz
Edwina Wolfe
Craig & Dianne Zeches
Winona Spiritual Care Fund
Magdalen Anderson
Nadine Bayer
Joyce Belgum
Benedictine Living Community-
Winona 
Jeanine & R. Clifford Black
Frank & Ruth Bures
Donald & Sandra Curtin
Carol Dual Elhindi
Patrick & Carol Ehlinger
Colm Fitzmaurice
Gayle Goetzman-Stolpa
Jim Hanzel
Thomas & Joann Kujawa
Pershing
Judith & John Rethlefsen 
Greg & Catherine Schmidt 
Nancy Travale
Jim & Arline Volkmann 
Diane  Winchel
Edwina Wolfe
Dennis & Sharon Woychek 
Anonymous



Hospitality | Stewardship | Respect | Justice

MARCH / APRIL 2026 	 PAGE 6

Honorariums

Alice Brancich
Rev. John Brancich
Jim Hanzel
Donald & Sandra Curtin

Curt Rohrer
David Marc
Father Bob Stamschror
Donald & Sandra Curtin

The following honorarium gifts were received by the Foundation, July 1, 2024-June 30, 2025.
Those people being honored are in bold. Donor names are in normal type.

Memorial Gifts
The following memorial gifts were received by the Foundation, July 1, 2024-June 30, 2025.
Those people being honored are in bold. Donor names are in normal type.

‘Tame’ Tammy Winchel Austin
Anonymous 
Elaine Ball
Sally Beck
Lorraine Barness
Philip Babler
Eric & Cathy Bartleson
Donald & Sandra Curtin
Karen Board
Sally Beck
Gerald Brancich
Rev. John Brancich
Erin Burke-Latten
Walter & Bunny Bennick
Jean W. Kronebusch
Bill Chuchna
Candlewood Townhomes Association 
David & Kathleen Christenson 
David & Carolyn Czaplewski
Cheryl Hartert
Joan Hartert
Roger & Linda Horner
Dr. Robert McMahon
Yvonne Echelard
Frank & Ruth Bures
David Cooley
Joan M. Costello
Nadine Bayer
Joyce Belgum
Jeanine & R. Clifford Black
Donald & Sandra Curtin
Family & Friends of Yvonne Echelard 
Carol Dual Elhindi
Patrick & Carol Ehlinger
Colm Fitzmaurice
Gayle Goetzman-Stolpa
Jenny Hopkins
Thomas & Joann Kujawa
Greg & Catherine Schmidt
Nancy Travale
Jim & Arline Volkmann

Eugene Edel
Normagene Pettersen
Eugene & Norma Edel
Eugene C. Edel
Normagene Pettersen
Norma Edel
Normagene Pettersen
Roger Erickson
Normagene Pettersen
Enda Fitzmaurice
Donald & Sandra Curtin 
Thomas & Annmarie DeMarais 
Kathleen Eikens
Kim & Cathryn Enerson
Carol Galbus
Ann Gibson
Rita Haugh
Daniel Koll
Jean W. Kronebusch
Thomas & Joann Kujawa 
Alyce Jo McGrath
Margaret & Bert Mohs 
Nancy N. O’Reilly
Mary Schneider
Matt & Lyla Vetter
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
George Frisch
John & Christine Fitzgerald
Karen Groth
Sally Beck
Rita Gruhlke
Theresa McCamley
Shannon Hanzel
Donald & Sandra Curtin 
Monica Harrell
Donald & Sandra Curtin
Neil Hinkley
Fawcett-Junker Funeral Home 
Erik Iverson
Mary Schneider

Kathryn Järvinen
Donald & Sandra Curtin 
Edythe Hirner
Roger & Sheila Kirkvold 
Charles & Betty Meyer 
Kenneth & Theo Venus 
James Killian
Theresa McCamley
Ernest & Karen Rossa
Tyler Killian
Ernest & Karen Rossa 
Genevieve & Joseph Knopp 
Steve & Linda Knopp
Andrew Kuklinski
Donald & Sandra Curtin
Gerald Langowski
Normagene Pettersen
Erin Latten
Casey Burke
Clarence Martinson 
Normagene Pettersen
David “Dave” Mertes
Daryl Anderson
Harley & Chris Antoff
Violet Belter
Andrew & Kristin Bergaus 
Donna Brown
Joan M. Costello
Donald & Sandra Curtin 
Marian Drussell
Patrick & Carol Ehlinger
John & Christine Fitzgerald 
Patricia & Kevin Haessig
Jim Hanzel
Bruce & Janice Harem
David & Mary Heise
Robert & Joan Johnson 
Thomas & Deb Karaus
Paul & Margaret Kilkus
Donald & Joan Klagge
George & Julianne Kosidowski 
Keith & Anne Krage 
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Margaret Lambert
Daniel & Natalie Matejka 
Louise McProud
Family & Friends of Dave Mertes 
Jerry Mertes
Fred & Nora Naas
Nancy N. O’Reilly
Beth & James Odea
Jay & Trudy Papenfuss
David  Pletke
Thomas Reeck
Polly Renk
Susanne Rivers
Ernest & Karen Rossa
John & Janet Ruggeberg
Brian & Dory Sather
Mary Schneider
Brenda Scott
Steve Seltz
Jodi Sonnenfeld
Lee Stoltman
Dean & Linda Wendler
Richard & Jacquelyn Will
Craig & Dianne Zeches
Cheryl Nash
Donald & Sandra Curtin
Karen Nelsestuen
Richard & Sharon Flatten 
Lesley Just
Elizabeth Knuesel
Helen Olsen
David & Mary Ludwigson 

James Ostergaard
Jeanine & R. Clifford Black 
David M. Pettersen 
Normagene Pettersen
Leif S. Pettersen
Normagene Pettersen 
Annastasia Pettersen-Martinson 
Normagene Pettersen
Barbara Reedy
Theresa McCamley
Lisa Richer
Matt & Lyla Vetter
Harold Risser
James Risser
Oletha Scanlan
Anonymous 
Albert Smith
Deborah & Richard Sauer
Sally Stiever
Sally Beck
Edna Strehlow
Normagene Pettersen
Harry Strehlow
Normagene Pettersen
Jean Strelow
Donald & Sandra Curtin
Carol Styba-Vogel
Normagene Pettersen
Scott Tolleson
Donald & Sandra Curtin
Sharon Tolleson

Bryce Vetter
Matt & Lyla Vetter 
Ann Watkowski
Dennis & Sharon Woychek
Mary Wieczorek
Jeanine & R. Clifford Black
Andy & Jan Blomsness
Carol Connelly
Karl & Gloria Conrad
Joan M. Costello
DAF Giving 360
Phyllis Fick
Vera Gernes
Julie Loughlin
Laurie Lucas
Annette Maggi
Thomas Mahowald & Tracy Meyer
Dr. Robert McMahon
Robert McQueen
Richard & Sandra Pope
Meg Prentice
Mary Ann Severson
Gerald & Ruth Todd
Family & Friends of Mary Wieczorek 
Edwina Wolfe
Nancy Wolf
Carol Wiltgen Trotter & the 
Wiltgen Family

Memorial Gifts continued



I am overwhelmed by the generosity and support of the donors who 
have helped make A Call to Care a successful fundraising campaign. I 
joined the Benedictine family just as the renovations to the Saint Anne 
building are coming to an end, and the credit for the success of this 
campaign belongs to our amazing community and to my predecessor, 
Mark Metzler. I am deeply grateful for the thoughtful notes he left 
to guide me in how I can best serve our residents through donor 
partnership and active listening. 

As someone new to the nonprofit world, I have the privilege of 
speaking with many donors and community members. Your words of 
encouragement for the foundation’s next steps are incredibly inspiring. 
Benedictine is a vital part of the greater Winona community, and I am 

honored to continue this important work. Looking ahead, the foundation’s focus will be 
to ensure that the future of Saint Anne, Callista Court, and Adult Day remains strong and 
centered on moments that matter for our residents. 

A heartfelt thank you to all our donors for your ongoing financial blessings. I am pleased to 
share that, because of your generosity, we have raised more than half the necessary funds for 
the Chapel improvement project. Work will soon begin on updating the Chapel of Our Lady 
at Saint Anne. Already a cherished space, the new flooring, sound system and lighting will 
further enhance the spiritual presence within Saint Anne.  

If you haven’t already, I encourage you to come see our beautifully renovated building. Spend 
time with the residents and team members touched by these improvements—you will feel 
the pride and support that radiate within these walls. As we complete the final stages of 
renovation, please watch for upcoming details about our open house, where we will joyfully 
celebrate and showcase the remodel. 

If you feel so moved, I invite you to continue investing in the future of Benedictine Living 
Community -Winona. Please consider returning the enclosed envelope with your donation. 
For added convenience, you may donate online by visiting BenedictineWinona.org/
Foundation. Your support is an investment that brings lasting blessings and abundant 
dividends to those we serve.   

Thank you for all you do.

Michelle Repinski
Director of Development
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A Call To Care Renovation 

Updated Spa Rooms

Designed for comfort, dignity and safety during bathing.

On-Unit Dining and Kitchen

Each floor now has its own dining space and kitchen area-creating a more intimate and 
personalized experience.
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A Call To Care Renovation 

Ground Floor Therapy Area

Offering physical, occupational, speech and outpatient therapy in an open 
and modernized space.

First Floor Lobby and Flex Space

Allowing a more flexible seating layout with a great view of the outdoors.
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Callista Court
Greetings from Callista Court

Because the Benedictine Foundations generous contributions, we are 
doing more than just maintaining our building—we are transforming 
Callista Court into a vibrant, safe, and comfortable home for our 
residents. Donations have enabled us to upgrade the showers in our 
one and two bedroom apartments, and purchase new recliners and 
dining room chairs in the Adult Day. These upgrades mean residents 
and clients now enjoy enhanced comfort and safety.

You make a difference in the everyday lives of those we serve.

Thank you.
Katy Johnson

Director of Housing

At Benedictine Living Community – Saint Anne, we are incredibly grateful for 
the generosity of our Foundation donors. Your support continues to make 
a meaningful difference in the lives of our residents, families, and associates 
every day. 

One of the most visible impacts of Foundation funding can be seen on our 
Transitional Care Unit (TCU), where new recliners have been purchased for 
resident use. These recliners provide enhanced comfort, support, and safety 
for individuals recovering from surgery or illness. Having access to high-quality 
seating allows residents to rest more comfortably, participate in therapy, and 
regain strength in a setting that feels both supportive and home-like. 

Foundation dollars have also played a critical role in improving safety and 
quality of care through the installation of ceiling lifts. Most recently, three 

ceiling lifts have been added to our newly renovated spa rooms, with an additional seven being 
installed in resident rooms throughout the building. These lifts allow for safer transfers, reduce the risk 
of injury, and support our caregivers in providing the best possible care. 

In our Therapy department, past Foundation support has made it possible to purchase specialized 
bariatric equipment, including a NuStep and an electric standing frame. These tools allow our team to 
better serve residents with varying needs, particularly those on TCU, by promoting mobility, strength, 
and independence during their recovery journey. 

Beyond the walls of our community, Foundation contributions have enhanced our outdoor spaces as 
well. Landscaping improvements to the Saint Anne’s front patio have created a more welcoming and 
peaceful environment for residents and families to enjoy. 

Each of these improvements reflects more than just an upgrade in equipment or environment—they 
represent an investment in comfort, safety, and healing. Because of your generosity, we are able to 
continue enhancing the experience of those we serve and creating a community that truly feels like 
home. 

Saint Anne

Megan Baer
SNF Administrator  
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